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With the greatest economic crisis the United States has seen since the
great depression, many are concerned about the fate of non-profit
organizations. People are becoming very cautious with every dollar -
therefore buying less, investing less, and potentially giving less.
Although we are certainly concerned about the recession in the
developed world, we are full of faith in regard to the strength and
growth of e Reckoning International. is confidence is two-fold.
First, the distinctions found in the method and motivation of TRI
compared to the culture of traditional markets is overwhelming.
Secondly, we know that God is with the poor.

Many are pointing to corruption and a lack of accountability in
lending institutions. Since e Reckoning might be described as a
“lending institution” of sorts, we should look at some of our profound
contrasts and differences.

e root of the financial market’s downturn is greed. e Reckoning’s
foundation is generosity. While only a few stood to gain from the
recent culture in the lending market, everyone involved in TRI’s model
of development will benefit. While many are defaulting on loans,
Reckoning clients are diligently and faithfully repaying what they’ve
borrowed. Wall Street demonstrated little to no accountability. But on
streets with no names, among the poorest of the poor, our partners
are regularly giving an account of their work and the status of their
loan is carefully monitored.

While major banks are collapsing, markets demonstrate volatility, and
the Federal Government pumps billions of dollars into the economy,
many are wondering where their finances will be secure. We humbly
submit that your investment is safe with the poor.

e writer of Proverbs suggests that when you give to the poor, you
lend to God. Can you imagine a safer debtor than God Himself? e
proverb goes on to say that the Lord will reward those who are kind to
the poor.

In micro-enterprise, we lend to those who would never have access to
capital otherwise. No assets, no credit history, and in many cases no
address or ability to read or write. e poorest of the poor. Subprime
in every sense. Yet our experience is demonstrating that when given
the opportunity, basic training, and encouragement, the results are
staggering. e poor respond with a sense of responsibility, dignity
and ownership. ey rise above their circumstances, pull themselves
out of poverty, and respond with generosity to others. Loans paid in
full (with interest) are then used to support a new micro-business. In
other words, it’s working.

When you responsibly invest in the poor, soon they are no longer poor.
Furthermore, you’ve lent to God. e return in that sense... is
immeasurable.

SUBPRIME IS PRIME

Name: ABRAHAM

Prior to TRI: Abraham was homeless and destitute. All he owned
were a pair of pants and a shirt.

Loan Amount: $250 US Dollars

Business: Furniture Maker / Carpenter

Status: Abraham’s loan provided vocational training, some basic
hand tools, and initial materials. He grew his furniture business and
not only paid his loan in full, but has been faithful in paying his
merchant tax. Abraham has come out of poverty and has hired two
additional employees... helping them to do the same. This year he
is hoping to expand further by investing in some power tools.

partner profile

Those who are kind to the poor lend to the Lord, and He will reward them for what they have done.
Proverbs 19.17

Make a Donation Online: thereckoning.org



Part of e Reckoning’s development for 2008 has been about communicating our
dream. e idea of the “Do something Beautiful” campaign is to share our vision and
engage with a wider audience. We’ve updated promotional material, initiated some
strategic relationships, created a MySpace page, and have taken other very intentional
steps to help promote the cause of the poor.

Our traveling booth has been at community groups, churches, concert venues, music
festivals, jewelry sales, and next to the funnel cakes at a county fair. At the booth we
give away our Do Something Beautiful stickers, fliers, collect contact info, and engage
with people about our unique vision for micro-enterprise. We’ve collected the names
of hundreds of people concerned about global poverty. We’re finding that many
people resonate with our strategy and are ready to be involved.

We’d like to see e Reckoning become a powerful movement of hope... with
opportunities for many to lend their hand in giving a serious blow to poverty.

Bryan Karas

Code of Ethics

You couldn’t deny the power musicians have in
bringing awareness to social issues. ink of what
Bono has done for Africa through the ONe Campaign
and Chris Martin for Free Trade. is year we’ve
begun partnering with a few musicians who are
passionate about what TRI is accomplishing and are
committed to helping spread our message.

BryaN Karas is a recording artist and the worship
leader at 707 - a large and innovative youth
congregation near Cleveland, Ohio. Cambridge Songs,
his debut album, is a tranquil, atmospheric, and
creative sound coupled with meaningful, poetic, and
spiritual lyrics. We love the last track, Too True.
Proceeds from the album support our projects and
TRI’s info is featured on the back of the CD sleeve.
We’ve partnered with Bryan at several concerts and
worship events beginning in March of this year. Bryan
is also helping create the music on a few Reckoning
videos for release in 2009. Cambridge Songs is available
for download at: Amazon, iTunes, Rhapsody, or by
contacting bryankaras@gmail.com.

Barry Blaze is best known as the front-man of the
award winning Christian band Code of ethics. e
pop/electronica band had all but retired a number of
years ago before Barry experienced a near-fatal
motorcycle crash. Aer this life changing experience
he was awakened with a new desire to use his gis to
serve God and touch lives. We were thrilled to
accompany Code of Ethics at the Ichthus Music
Festival in June and recently in Ohio as their Ministry
Partner. We were able to share some of our vision at
both of these shows during the song, Somebody’s
Waiting. e Reckoning will be featured in the
insert of their new album, Lost in Egypt. e record is
heartfelt, worshipful, and a return to their classic
electric sound. For more information on Code of
Ethics, including on how to download Lost in Egypt,
visit: www.coeofficial.com.

We encourage you to support these artists. When
they’re blessed, e Reckoning is blessed. We are
currently talking with a few more bands and
promoters about adopting e Reckoning... and about
Doing Something Beautiful.

THE POWER OF MUSIC

5Be our friend on MySpace:
www.myspace.com/thereckoninginternational

The Reckoning Booth

www.myspace.com/thereckoninginternational
www.coeofficial.com
mailto: bryankaras@gmail.com
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Your Gift Will
Provide Equipment
& Initial Materials

Over One Billion
people cook their
food over charcoal
or wood fires every
day. This creates
some significant
problems for the

environment like de-
forestation, erosion,

and pollution.
Furthermore, some
families spend up to
50% of their income
just to buy cooking
fuel! By investing
in BIOMASS, we
can reduce

environmental
impact and create
additional solutions
to overcoming

poverty!

This Newsletter was Printed with Soy & Vegetable based Ink on Chlorine and Bleach free
Recycled Paper and shines with a Water-Based Coating making it 100% Biodegradable.

POVERTY+
OPEN FIRES

GREEN SOLUTION TO POVERTY
Biomass is organic material that comes from plants
and animals. Some examples of biomass that can be
made into fuel are corncobs, sawdust, straw, and waste
paper. Biomass burns cleaner than firewood because it
is drier and burns more efficiently.

When biomass is chopped and pressed into briquettes,
it makes a great alternative to fossil fuels and saves
trees from being cut down. ese trees provide shade,
combat erosion, and absorb carbon from the air.
Biomass crops take carbon out of the atmosphere while
they are growing, and then releases it back into the
atmosphere when burned as fuel. Managed in a
sustainable way, there is a continuous cycle of
replanting, new growth, and preserving trees that
absorb the carbon that it is released by burning the
previous harvest. is maintains a closed carbon
cycle with no net increase in CO2 levels in the
atmosphere. Not only do biomass briquettes use
renewable materials and recycle paper, but they are

BBIIOOMMAASSSS  BBrriiqquueetttteess  AArree  MMaaddee
FFrroomm  OOrrggaanniicc  MMaatteerriiaall

BBrriiqquueetttteess  AArree  SSoolldd  &&  UUsseedd  
FFoorr  FFuueell  --  PPaarrttnneerrss  MMaakkee  AA  PPrrooffiitt

RReecckkoonniinngg  PPaarrttnneerrss
BBrriinngg  OOrrggaanniicc  WWaassttee

inexpensive to make and can be sold at a profit.  Sturdy
presses can be fabricated locally that are manually 
operated and do not require electricity.  Growing and
collecting biomass, collecting and recycling paper,
making and selling briquettes, are all ways that those
struggling in poverty can make a living while helping 
the environment.

e Reckoning International needs your generous
help to build presses ($200) and provide training.  We
take the environmental and economic problems in
Kenya very seriously.  We will demonstrate by 
example that recycling makes sense, is not difficult,
and can be profitable.  ese are vital concepts for 
the developing world.  To date, we have planted 
over 30,000 trees and started 100 businesses.  Our 
associates will learn to make biomass fuel briquettes
and sell them as a business.  We need to put the right
tools into their hands along with the “know how” and
give them the opportunity to tackle these problems.  
Help us to help them change the world!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biomass


e simplest answer is “better and farther”.  e Reckoning International has 
enjoyed great success and proven our innovative ideas on the field.  Our projects
have grown and we have caught the attention of many other like-minded people
all over the world who love what we are doing and want to work with us.  Our
biggest challenge right now is to grow fast enough to keep pace with the 
opportunities that keep coming our way.  Please include us in your prayers.

BETTER

Our vision is to grow better at what we do. No one works full time for e 
Reckoning and we have been able to accomplish great things through volunteers.
But, now we are too big for that.  We feel good “growing pains” and know that it
is time to hire someone who will coordinate our communication and efforts.  It is
also a reality that as we grow, we need more “stuff ”.  Stuff like paperclips, printer 
cartridges, envelopes, and stamps.  “Stuff ” isn’t as glamorous as buying water 
buffalos in Nepal, but we can’t help poor people get a buffalo without it.

Please help us be the best that we can be.  We are very careful to spend donor
money on what it is given for.  We work to raise funds for administration from
donors who give specifically for that, or through fund raising events.  Would you 
please help us to expand our ability to serve? 

FARTHER

Our vision is to expand farther in our ability to transform lives. With your help,
we will be able to provide the training and capital that people need to start 
livelihood projects. Please help us go farther.  We want to use your gi in Nepal,
Kenya, Uganda, Dominican Republic, or one of our other project countries.  Your
one time gi of $200 or a gi of just $16 per month is the capital needed to start
one new business a year. Would your small group or church missions department
give $200 a month to develop biomass fuel briquettes that are good for the poor
and for the environment at the same time? Could your business give a tax
deductible gi of $1800 to buy a motorcycle taxi?  Not only would that provide an
income, but also your gi would keep generating funds that feed back into 
projects and support workers.  By investing in the poor, you are lending to God, 
and that is the safest investment you will ever make that pays eternal dividends!

is work is so effective and so sustainable.  Please include us in your tax-
deductible year end giving.  Send an email and request to be included in our “snail
mail” mailing list.  (is mailing arrived with goodies.)  Click Here to make a 
donation online. anks!
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WHERE ARE WE GOING?

Thanks for your generous gift... and for Doing Something Beautiful.

Checks should be made out to The Reckoning International. We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all gifts are tax-deductible.

http://www.thereckoning.org/donations.html
http://www.thereckoning.org/donations.html



